Foundation donates 10 AEDs to schools in Livingston Parish 
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Ten schools in Livingston Parish are now equipped with automated external defibrillators (AEDs).  

The devices were donated by a family from New Orleans whose 17-year-old son died from sudden cardiac arrest in 2005.  It happened while Chad Barcia was playing rugby.

Barcia's family created the Chad Barcia Athlete Awareness Foundation after his death.  The group raises money to purchase and donate AEDs to school athletic programs.

Barcia's mother, Nancy, said, "It is our goal to try and keep other parents from suffering the loss of their child with the help of AEDs and other medical tests that can help to better identify heart-related problems."

The schools receiving the AEDs are Albany High, Denham Springs Freshman High, Holden, Maurepas, Springfield High, Southside Junior High, Walker High, Walker Freshman High and Westside Junior High.

Several other Livingston Parish schools already have the devices on campus.  School leaders are working with a local community organization to provide another 14 AEDs to schools in the Walker area.   

The Chad Barcia Athlete Awareness Foundation says it provides about 15 AEDs a year.  Each one costs around $1,500.

